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discourse’ was delivered: by George at 
yracuse, ‘Davis County, on Sunday, August 23nd, 1897. 25 
Tami very pleased this morning to have the opportunity ot nisating ‘with 3 
the Datter-day Saints in this ward, and under such favorable citcum- 2 
statites I wis thinking while I Sat here this morning how much ‘Presi: 
den¢ Woodruff would enjoy meeting with you, and how much vou wand 
enjoy his presehee: Probably ‘it would be interesting to you to kno shat 
President Wood ruff’s, health is improving, and, though not very & tihng, 

still he to Come to the officd every day ‘and ‘attend to business. 

has "sutprised ‘us all by the manner in which he has recovered from this: 
severe illnses Which he has had! It would nüt have surprised’ many, I 
suppose, if he had sunk under. this ‘sicknésa,*- It at times 
he WAs goin ‘to But his power i is and 
prayers 


not rend ta be shat: 
in ‘pach! other. 


LATTER:DAY 
MILLENNIAL STAR. 
‘thought ro thay the Lecter der Saints ace 
botind together by zu ch bender tits, which; though tonder, are ercesdingiy 
T harß deal of fate, and there is ons thing with which. 
chere exists between thé Latter-day 
u otk | 
love'é Alle hi TH y inte est: taken t 
With the spirit tnt Deer bidughtintd' Speration by tlie 
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Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. We do not, as a people take ‘that 
interest in each other that we should do, because we have come from the 
world and brought with us its traditions, its habits, its methods, and a 
good deal of its feeling. We have not yet outlived these nor shaken 
them off. The Gospel has not freed us entirely from these influences, 
though it has to a very great extent, so much so that there is a striking 
contrast in this respect between us anid other denominations. The power 
of the Gospel has been felt in this direction, and will be felt more and 
more. I have no doubt it gives us great joy to know that . 

who feel for us; ; that there are others ho take interest. in 8 ne 9 
ars others who pray for us; that there are others, if we are sick, who 
administer to us, and whose feelings are drawn out towards us. I do not 
suppose there is any one in this congregation that ever prays for himeelf 
and family without praying for ethérs, without praying for his brethren and 
sisters, without praying for President Woodruff and the First Presidency 
and the Twelve, and for all the officers in the Church, without. praying 
for the sick and afflicted, the distressed, the poor, the widow, the father- 
less, and for those who mourn, that ated may be — 1 1 not 
suppose that these desires at 

congregation when they pray. What a “delightful Autos this is! — 
it comforts President Woodruff to know that throughout the entire world, 
wherever Latter-day Saints dwell, he has an interest in their prayers, and. 
that the blessing of the Lord is sought for in his, behalf! It comforts, us 
all to know that the Saints take this interest in us. They may not know . 
the afflictions or the trouble that we have to contend with; hut they pray 
for all of their brethren and sisters, without regard to name or place. 
When they hear of affliction their hearta go out in sympathy 1 ore who, 
are afflicted. 

Brethren and sisters, this, I may say, is 2 ‘comparatively — feeling i in 
the world. Not but what there is love still remaining among the children 
of men; all are not destitute of love; but it is to a very en extent 
limited and confined to very tew persons. 

Now, where has this love that I refer to come trom}. . it come om 
our gathering together and being i in our present state? Is it the mere 
gathering together of the Latter-day Saints in this land that has brought, 
this love? Certainly not. However much that may have contributed. to 
the existence of this love, it has not been entirely due to that. * 
brethren and sisters, who embraced this Gospel in other lands, where did 
you first feel this loye, and how did it come to N You, doubt less can 
recall the time when a new love took possession of your heart, when feel- 
ings you never had known before were aroused in your. bearts, and you, 
felt you had been born again. Your hearts were changed, and you, became. 
new men and new women, When did this occur? All of you who received: 
the Gospel in other lands. can turn ,your minds back to the day you heard 
the Gospel declared . by a.servant of God for the first time, and how new... 
sensations took possession of you. It seemed as though. yeil of darkness 
had been taken from your minds, so that you could perceive things in a. 
new light. The Bible, with which you had been 80. fan, iliar from yoar .. 
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youth up, appeared ‘in a new light. You understood its contents as you 
never had understood them before. Then you gave heed to the testimony 
of the: servants of God and their exhortations to repent of your sins, to 
be baptized for the remission of them, and receive the Holy Ghost, and 
when: you did this; you felt that you had indeed become new creatures. 
Your hearts were touched, your feelings were aroused, and you became 
new men and women in Christ Jesus. You were literally born again by 
the baptism of the water and of the Holy Ghost. A love then entered 
into your heart for everything that proceeded from God such as you had 
never known, Tou loved your ‘brethren ‘and ‘sisters. When you met 
with the Baints you had no desire to separate from them; you wanted to 
be in their soiety, to dwell with them. And this was not confined to one; 
it extended to all who received the testimony of the Elders. A great 
change was effected in your feelings, in your thoughts, and in your desires. 
You had no desire to remain where you were. Everything that was then 
around you, all your old associations and surroundings, with which you 
had been familiar from your childhood, appeared distasteful to you. They 
no longer had attractions for ‘you, and your hearts went out to a distant 
land, to a strange ey of n. you had heard or thought about but 
very little before. ut 

Was not this the sims wid this lowe of which I have spoken was be- 
gotten in your heurtsf I think if you were to have the opportunity to-day 
of testifying;you would say, “Yeu that was the time. It was when I 
heard the Gospel and obeyed it. It was when I was baptized by a servant 
of God and I received the Spirit of God through the laying on of hands. 
It was then that my heart was changed, and 1 felt that I was born again 
born of God, and that a:new love had been wagon in ‘my heart which 
changed my whole being and all my desires.” 

This was the change that was wrought in che ents of the people who 
received the Gospel through the preaching of the Elders. And this 
change has not been confined’ to one nation, or to one people; but it has 
been as universal as the preaching of the Gospel. Everywhere where the 
Elders have gone they have carried this power with them. You who bad 
joined the Church in other lands know that this was the case. No matter 
where you were ‘born, or ‘what language you spoke; whether you were 
baptized in the sea, or in a river, or in a place where there was ‘olay’ water we 
enough to immerse you, this effect followed in every instance. 

Why was this! Was the power in men themselves? Did they possess 
it by inherent right, or did they derive it from some other source You 
will All say for many of you have had the same experience in operating 
upon others as others had in laboring with you—that this power and this 
influence were not it been bestowed upon 


them. Soot} 
It ‘came froth God! nd 
ful in the glorious ¢ffects that: ‘hve followed wonderful for this genera- 
* such as this and’ to be 
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so favored as we have been that God, the Eternal Father, the Creator of 
heaven and earth, the Fountain of all existence and: of all power; has oon - 
descended in our day to come down from heaven, from His glorious abode, 
accompanied by His Son, Jesus, to restore to the earth this love and these 
gifts, to give to men this wonderful power and ‘these extraordinary gifts! 
Is it not wonderful to think off Oaght we not, of all people, to be the 
most humble, obedient and loving people that live or ever did live upon 
the earth! It seems to me that we should be. Think of living at a time 
when this event so far reaching in importance to heaven and earth has 
taken place the Father Himself, accompanied by His Son Jesus Christ, 
condescending to come from heaven to usher in this dispensation and to 
prepare the way for the restoration of that authority by; which a m 
self acts and governs all things! And this has actually occurred. | : 

Our Father and our Savior did not confer this authority by thielee ‘own. 
hands upon Joseph Smith; but God sent His servants who held authority 
to do this. He honored. the authority that he himself had bestowed. He 
had bestowed that authority upon Peter, James and John, and He sent 
them. They were preceded by John the- Baptist, who held: the authority 
of the Aaronic Priesthood. The Lord honored: that man because he had 
received the authority and held the keys, and He sent him to restore the 
authority to baptize. He then sent the three Apostles whom I have 
named to confer the Melchisedek Priesthood, with the authority to 
hands and to perform all the duties connected with that Priesthood. 

My brethren and sisters, this is the origin of this authority by en 
this wonderful change that bas taken place in the hearts has been abCcom- 
plished. It is the authority by which you were baptized; by which you ' 
were confirmed members of the Church, by which the gift of the Holy 
Ghost was conferred upon you. It wag that Priesthood. that came from 
heaven, It is not our gathering together that has. brought: this about. 
The gathering of the people to these mountains is the fruit of the love. 
that God has begotten in our hearts, which has inspired us with a desire 
to be with our brethren and our sisters and to be within the sound of the 
voices of the servants of God. 1 have heard hundreds say. Oh! I do 0 
want to see the Prophet of God, I want to go to Zion and be with the 
Saints of God. My heart yearns oontinually for this privilege.“ I have 
had this said to me thousands of times in- various lands. And this has 
been brought about by being born again, by the love of God descending 
upon us and filling our hearts—transforming us. Now, where we have 
retained this feeling, it is as strong within us to-day; yes, and stronger. J 

than it ever was. It is not a feeling that is oon ned to the first week, or 
month; or year; but it increases as the years go by, and there is only one 
thing that will cause its decrease, and that is the commission of een : 
the forgetting of the covenants that have been made with God. Maile 

I call your attention, therefore, to the power which has prodnocd (all 
these delightful results to which I have so briefly alluded?) What is that 
power? . It is the Priesthood of the Son of God: It is the power by whieh _ 
all things were created and are held in their place Shall Lstartie you 
when; ] say that our Father, Himself sontrole the ind 
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exalted:station because of the Priesthood?» Whether it is startling or not, 
it is nevertheless true. Our Eternal Father is the Creator of all things 
through the power of the everlasting Priesthood—that Priesthood which 
has been bestowed upon and exercised by the servants of God in our day. 
That is the power which has produced the fruits to which I have alluded. 

Now, I believe that many of us have forgotten all this. I am sorry to 

say that I discover among the Latter-day Saints a fear of that Priesthood, 
a dread of its:exercise,a shrinking from contact with it, for fear that some 
undue influence will be brought to bear upon us through it. To-day the 
greatest, sorrow of my heart, the feeling that causes me the most pain, 
arises from the fact that the Latter-day Saints, in many instances, are 
turning their backs on the Priesthood of the Son of God, and are disposed 
to treat it with contempt. I do not care for myself personally. I believe I 
can truthfully say that 1 have had little of the feeling to seek the applause 
of the multitude or to seek the favor of men. I have not sought office. I 
have not sought for place in the Priesthood or in any other capacity. When 
I was a little boy the only desire I had was that I might be worthy to be an 
Elder. Beyond that I have never sought place or power. On thecontrary, 
I have shrunk from it, and I have besought God to deliver me from it if I 
could be saved without it. The Lord revealed to me what I would have to 
pass through, and I besought Him not to put me in this place if I could get 
my salvation without it. In alluding to this, therefore, I do not do it on any 
personal accbunt. I do not want any honor from men, if I can have the 
honor of God. But I do want the Priesthood that God has bestowed, and 
which 1 bear in common with my brethren, honored. I want to see this 
people who have received so many blessings—in fact, whose whole condi- 
tion, happy as it is, is entirely due to the Priesthood of the Son of God—I 
want to see them honor this Priesthood with all their hearts. I want to 
see them: honor God, who has restored it; to see them receive its counsels, 
and to be guided by it under all circumstances ; to not imagine that they 
can live without it, and that they can gain celestial glory without it, 
thinking that they have received so much and now are independent and 
can get along without the aid of the Priesthood. I tell you if you indulge 
in that feeling, you will lose the blessings that God has promised unto you 


and He will withdraw. those which He has bestowed upon you. You will 


go into the dark, you will lose all power, and all these glorious gifts that 


He has given unto you. Lou young men, of whom there are so many in 


this congregation, let me ady to.you— and I think I can speak now as one 
having had some experience—if you want to be happy, if you want to be 
blessed, if you want to be prospered in the earth, listen to the counsels of 
God's servants and obey those counsels. Make it the object of your life to 


obey God in all things. ‘I:say to you, if you will do this, the blessings of 
God and the power of God will rest down upon you as you have never 


imagined it oould. I tell you this because I know it through my experi- 
ence.’ I know the Lord will hear this, and this will be the case with you. 

It seems that we are going through trials. The faith, the integrity and 
the steadfastness of the Latter-day Saints are being tried and tested. The 
Lord is going to test us in every direction, He will have a tried people. 
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He has said this. Everything that can be shaken will be abhaken. We 
will have to show our integrity in the midst of trials and temptations, — 
We will have to learn to be obedient in all things. The Lord wants to have 
a people of this kind. He has led us to this land, has given us a goodly 
heritage, and there is nothing in the world to prevent us from being a 
very great and mighty people before the Lord, except our own misconduct. 
But if we allow ourselves to be diverted from this and follow ‘false 
teachers, false guides, and listen to the blandishments of: the evil one, as 
sure as we do this we will lose those blessings that He has promised to us 
and sealed upon us; for I presume that the most 1 us E had great 
blessings sealed upon us in the house of the Lord. 
This is a good time and place for us to talk — ie time 
to get the Spirit of God, and have our hearts softened under its influenoe, 
and to talk plainly. I feel so. We want to find out what the mind of: the 
Lord is concerning us. He wants to make us a great people He will do 
it, with those who will be obedient to Him. But J often think it is a good 
deal with us as it was with the children of Israel when‘ they were led out 
of Egypt. Every man over twenty years of age that left Egypt, excepting 
two, died in the wilderness, not reaching the promised land. Two men, 
Caleb and Joshua, were so full of integrity and devotion to the Lord 
which they showed when they were sent to Canaan with ten other spies 
and were the only ones that brought a good report that the Lord pre- 
served them, and they were the only two out of the whole host of Israel 
that were over twenty years of age when they left: Egypt who entered into 
the promised land. Why was it? Was it not the will of the Lord thatthe 
whole of them should enter in? Certainly it was; but they provoked Him 
in the wilderness by their unbelief, their hardness of heart, their rebeltion, 
and the result was, they died before the promised land was reached. Will 
it be so with us? I fear it will with many, because of their want of 
steadfastness, their want of obedience, their disposition to reject! the 
counsel of God, who has wrought such mighty mie! in our eee omg 
did in the sight of the children of Israel. 
Look back through the history of our ee 
miracles God has wrought in our behalf. Why, the gathering of us 
together here in these mountains is one of the most stupendous miracles 
ever witnessed. God led us forth out of bondage with an ‘outstretched 
arm, plantedgus in this land, and has converted. this wilderness into a 
fruitful field and made it; it may be said, the joy of the whole earth. 
People. look upon it now and say it is the most blessed land there is in the 
United. States. This is admitted by very many, and will be moréand more 
so as we go on. Now, these miracles have been wrought in our sight; we 
hi ve seen them; God has done all this for us; and yet to-day there is a large 
element of the Latter-day Saints who do not want the rule of the Church,” 
-whodo not want the servants of God totalk to them, do not want ourcounsels, 
do not want us to tell them what to do. The mere mention of the Priest- 
hood, or of the Church, startles them. Is not this the case? I hope it is 
not here: you know whether it is or not; but that is the case elsewhere. 
And what is likely to be the result? I say to you—and I aay it with all 
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due respect to every man’s rights, and without desiring to interfere in the 
least with any political platform or any political declaration of principles 
—thera ia bell place or be attended to outside of the 
Priesthood of the Son of God. What I mean by that is, the Priesthood 
embraces the whole life of all of us and of every human being who will 
obey the Gospel. And; will do that without interfering with our political 
or civil rights, or with any privileges that the most independent of us 
may have. I want to say it, too, with clear understanding of its compre- 
hensiveness, of all that it,embraces. I know that the adversary is deter- 
mined to close and seal up the mouths of the servants of God, so that we 
shall not have any voice in the government of this people. Yet every 
blessing that makes this commonwéalth famous everything that 
makes Utah pre-eminient ‘to-day, is traceable directly | to the counsels and 
labors of the ser vants of God. Lou all know that. And it can be con- 
tinued 28 it has been if the people will listen to coutisél. Nor will they 
find their rights intruded upon. They will not find themselves curtailed 
in the least degree. They can be politicans to the fullest extent, and have 
every right that a ‘politician has. I have had some experience in this 
myself, ‘and I know that the counsels of God's servants have never inter- 
fered with the fall éxercise of every political right that I am entitled do. 
I have proved it through long’ years of experience: 

I pray God to bless you ‘and fill you ‘with His Holy Spirit, and that we 
may all rejoice at these tmheetings; that our hearts may be softened under 
its influence and power, and that we may go away fed and Dun 
whieh ask the name of 


‘Tax Anchar Line steamer City of ‘which left 
ber 25, 1897, arrived in New York at 5 a.m. on the 4th of October. It is 
reported that all was well on board. A company of returning missionaries 
its recent trip. A 


H who has but little wealth, and ‘at the same time would be satisfied 
with less, is rich enough to be happy. 


lew and sanselfiahness, are Is nut 
our physical condition, what our material surroundings. With these as 
our ingredients we shall extract the glorious elixir of He. sili 


Ir we, would only try to be. pleased, with our . present. circumstances, 
much mere true happiness would fiow from such an effort than 


‘spriving: after changing: conditions, with 


poe 


our deepest afflictions cannot be. told. Perhaps it is a feeling of 
deep seldom sincere, Gee 
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PRESENT 70 KING n. 
id 

Tub i issue the Braz for 2, ‘1897, arrival, ia 
Liverpool of Elder J. M. Sjodahl, who was then on his way to Steckholm,. 
Sweden, to present to their Majesties, King Oscar and Queen Sophia, t 
Sweden and N orway, on behalf, of. Scandinavian residents. of, Utah, a 
casket. made of Utah onyx and containing a handsomely bound copy. gt 
the Book of Mormon. It will undoubtedly be of e to our = 
to learn that the king very graciously accepted. the present. 0 

On September 22nd, Elder Sjodahl, through the kind gourtesy: of K 
riks-marshal, Count von Essen, obtained an interview with the king, 
sooner had his Majesty perceived him than he extended his. hand. and 
grasped that of his visitor with much cordiality, and held it ee the 
entire interview, which lasted perhaps five minutes. ie omnia arr 

Ader Sjodahl addressed the king in these words; ae | 

Four Majesty, I have come from Utah, one of the western states of the 
United States, to bring you, on behalf of Swedes and No orwegians there, 
our most respectful homage and congratulations. We, too, in the far west, 
pray the Almighty to grant to the king long life for’ the ‘benefit ‘Uf the 
brother-nations.” pat 178, 
His Majesty, after a few ane questions hed been nen replied: 

“Please tell my countrymen, Swedés and Norwegians in your state, in 
Utah, that I sincerely thank them for the handsome 3 cher bare 
sent me.“ 

Elder Sjodabl received an invitation through one of the us function- 
aries to attend the grand ball and banquet at the palace. 

The onyx casket was accompanidd by an address to the king’ from ‘the 
First Presidency: of the Church. as 
To whom these presents may en, 


Eider J. M. Sjodahl, the — of this a of 
a Swede by vel in. the 
well as in Europe an rica. is Salt 
Kate ke Utah, where is well and favorably r thly 
esteemed by all whe know him. 2 
Hider. Sjoda odahl has been selected his -conntrymen, nazives of 
Sweden and Norway, a large body o in and ore citizens of 
‘the state of Utah, to p to the court 5 their ajesties, King Oscar II 
and Queen Sophia, on the occasion of the 25th anniversary ot their ascexi- 
sion to the throne, for the purpose of presenting in their name an W 
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Presidency of the Church ** Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
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BAPTISM A MBLING BLOCK. 


Tun fact is to is a flock! to 
many people. They contend that their parents and others, whom they 
knew to be good; honest souls; cannot be numbered 
Nrw they died without being baptized: 

A similar objection might be ‘urged — taich Christ ‘being 
r to gal vation. Is it not true that millions of good, honest souls 
have died without believing in or even bearing the nume of Christ! 
Are they to be eternally lost because they have not believed on his 
name? One's sense of ‘justice convinces him that this cannot be the case. 

oi the: Gospel: Me that believeth. on him is not condemned: but be 
that believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed iin 
the name at the only begottan Som of God. And this.is.the:condemnation, 
that light is oome into the werid, and men love darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were ev., GJohn 3: 18, 100. Where no law is, there 
is no, The Savior says,. That serrant 
Uwhigh knew his Lord's. will; and prepared mot himaelf, neither did agcord- 
ing 60 his will, shall, be beaten with: many stripes. . But. be- that knew not, 
and did commit, things worthy of stripes ahall be beaten with-few-atripes. 
For unto ia given, of him de. 

These passages of scripture. are sufficient 40 mabe inicloon, that people 
arg not condemned until shey,. after. bawing the. privilege of complying 
with the. law af God, reject it. The Lord in His infinite mercy has pro- 
vided means by which all who die without the privilege of hearing and 
boying the Gospel may be seved by future complianoe. But chose / who 
do hear it and pefuse to obey its teachings simply because, their: parents 
and other.good people them vo died without the 


to their Majesties. gasket, made. of Utah s copy: {the 
Majest: id at thet Nef ies Will ‘five 
Jom opr Hoan inay} ‘friends, and fellow-citizens in desining; long ti 


—Hans G. Hansen; of — E. — 
Erastus L. Ottesen, of Spanish ‘Fork; ‘Andrew B. Jens ee Cail 
C. Garff of Ogden. Mrs. Jennie Mitchell, of Ogden, came with the 6090 


pany on a visit to England. 


41 arm Clark has been appointed to ber as a Traveling 
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AN INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE following abou, recently sent by a 3 to one of the elders 
of this mission, were answered as shown below by the elder addressed. 
L What dur the Bible mean when it speaks of couldn’t there 
have heen children there? 

I. There oould have been the “households” 
that were baptized, for they first, had to belseve in the Lord Jesus Christ; 
and infants cannot believe (Acts 18: 8; Acta 8: 37; Acts 10: 43; Acts 
16: 34; Acts 2: Repentance thes, bap- 
tiam; and infants are without sin (Mark 10: 10. ib i 

II. Indeed, is it not likely there were children c 
ordinance was borrowed from. the Jews, who baptised infant? 
II. I fail to find: the chapter and verse which:says the Jews “ 
infants. Even if they had done so, the practice might not be proper ſor 
us to. follow, any more than would the Jewish practices of burnt offerings 
and circumcision. — in — 
bidden. 18114 
III. leaves on the pin, where ar we to lnk or fre 
information? I it not in the history of the Ohristian church?. . 21 
III. IH che Bible were doubtful on this point (but L chink it * not) we 
should look to God for ‘revelation: through His : prophets: to remove the 
doubt. Certainly, that ambiguous record ot the ages of darkness (600 to 
1500) and that awful catalogue of human abominations ‘contained in he 
history of the Christian church, after the apostasy and: loss‘ of ‘the priest- 
‘hood; ‘could furnish no safe guidance to the truth-seeker;: and that it does 
1 so, is evident from the great number of — and 1 
and religious denominations of today. 
V. II boche of the books of the: ible 


N. well whan tho 
of the inspired ‘apostles, seventies,elders; priests, bishops, ‘deacons, ‘ete, 
to guide them After the apostleship ceased; and ‘the falling away” into 
apostasy began, after the gifts and blessings of the Gospel were ne longer 
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sought by man, nor bestowed by God, then mankind thie thie weediof pre- 
serving the revelations already given, and, selecting oertain of the ‘written 
hooks: atknowledged by all id be. genuine, compiled our present New Tests 
ment. That the book thus given is incomplete is evident from 1 Cor. 5: 

9; Eph: 3. 3, 4: 16. Jude., to say- nothing of more 
— wif. 800 

V. We ‘know that there were disputes for 
pa in the Bible, especially about the-Epistle to the Hebrews; some Christians thought 
that St. Clement’s,epistle to the Corinthians written 96, A. D., and some thonght a book 
called, The Teachings, of the Twelve Apostles, written from 60 ta 90, 
Seid. Who settled the question at last?, Was it not the Church? | 

v. Whether such books as “St; Clement’s Epistle. to the. Corinthians,” 
ok The Teaching of che ‘Twelve Apostles”. are among the genuine 
scriptures: that ware: lost or rejected, I cannot say-it bas not been re- 
vealed. . But supporters of the authorised version (ministers of the 
Ohurch of England, for example) are 

VI. Tho latter book in one place said: But if 
thou canst not in cold, then in warm. 


VI. Even shoul4 the quotation, and the spurious 
‘of water in the place of the usual method by immersion. = 

VII. Von speak of baptis a by one authorised. Who are the ones authorised? “Who 

How do you make out that there is any form of authorizing for a sacred office other 
than that which is involved in the principle of apostolic succession, by which the authority 
omen down from Christ through his Apostles, through their successors the Bishops, 


generation after generation, down to Has not 


tice of Christians from the earliest.ages?. 

VII. Those called by sivelation, fun God. His 

prophets: are the only persons authorized to administer in the ordinances 

of the Gospel (Heb. 5: 4, 5, Ex. 4: 10; 14-16, John 15: 16, Mark 3: 14; — 
If any church can prove that it has “apostolic, suecession, by which 
authority comes down from Christ through His Apostles,” unto us to-day, 
it has a good claim to divine authority: What church ‘can prove this! 
‘The Latter-day Saints do not claim to have received their authority from 
-the:devious: mazes o ancient history and from doubtful (not to say impos- 
‘gible): succession, but from God Himself by vel saute days — 


—— —— and. that the Church of England has been wrong 


We do net stay that there was no tne 
0 i which, avcording: to our belief, the Gospel was restored: through 
‘Joseph Bmith: But ws do say that just as the Jews rejected the kingdom, 
0 the Gentiles have fallen away from the Gospel, teaching for doctrines 
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the dornmandments of men; and that none of the churches have: divine 
authority! (Ses tracta, Universal Apostasy” and Divine Anthority.” 
for brief Summaries of the proofs of this). The Ohurch of England 
elt dedlares that for 800 years the whole of Christendom: was in an apo 
tate condition; yet from that apostate succession of eight oenturies she 
claims her authority. The Gospel had been preachedin the days tf 
Abraham, yet revelation was given to Moses also; though Elijab,Zlisha, 
Samuel, and others, were great prophets in their respective times, yet 
were Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, and Malachi necessary later on; though 
‘Christ ‘wis the all-in-all of prophecy’ and faith, yer ‘wore His dirciples 
necessary as witnesses and prophets after His day on earth; and su 
the lukewarm: and apostate Christian sects of our day withing of 
‘the unbelieving and the heathen) are in need of a new: witneds for! God, to 
eall them to repentance. Such a witness is the Prophet: Joseph Smith. 
‘Why'ehould you think it incredible that God has revealed Himself in our 
Do you not believe in revelation? Or, rather, is not the ‘fact ‘of 
communication between earth and heaven the fundamental principle ot 
Four own religion! Even so you are bound to acknowledge that there is 
nothing ‘improbable in the testimony we bear of revelation in our day; 
and all we ask of any one is to investigate and ‘know’ for himself ew 
our, testimony is of God or whether we speak of ourselves, =... 
IX. No; the Churah is the groundwork and pillar of the truth; . 
— witness to the Faith once for all delivered to the Saints; and she proves all her 


teachings by the written word, the Bible. Asa nation exists before it makes 20 
the before it gathered together its law books—the Bible. ber | 


book she.ought to have a voice in interpreting it. 5 
„I. Which of the various sects is “the church l- ‘Which of 8 
— eharacteristics, by ‘which, according to the Scriptures, we may recog: 
‘nize God' kingdom when it is once for all” established on earth? The 
prophets teach us to recognize the kingdom by such marks as these: oe 
Ist. It will be set up by God Himself in the days of: the ariéient king- 
dome, (Dan. 2: 44% nd. It will be preceded by the restoration of the 
Everlasting Gospel to the earth by the visit of àn angel, (Rev. 14: 6). rd. 
It will be in che cops of the mountains, in « desert place; which will 
ecome: fruitful, (Lea. 8: 1, 4; Micah 4: 1, 40h: God's people shall be 
gathered out of all nations to this place, (Isa. 60] 5th. And God will 
suddénly-come to His temple, which must be built somewhere to receive 
Him (Mal. 3). 7th. The coming of the Lord will be preeeded by dhe 
sending of Elijah, who “shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, 
and the heart of the children to the fathers, (Mal. 4: 5,6), ;.8tb. : Prophets 
shall arise before His coming, (Joel 8: 28, 29; Rev. 11:3). The Jows 
shall be gathered again to the Holy land. Ger. 16: 16 och. Truch 
shall spring out of the earth, and ‘righteousness (revelation) shall come 
down from, heaven. (Ps. 86: 8, 11; Isa: 48: 8; Ezek.. 37: 91/27); | Mth. 
The darkness of unbelief and apostasy shall cover the earth; but the Lord 
shell bring out af the ground” the worde of 6 book that is sealed: and 
shall proceed to do a marvelous. work among: the mations, (Iss, 99)... 42th: 


; 
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This, bock, the stick, or record of ä be joined: with the Bible: 
the stick, or reoord of: Judah, and these books are to become one, (Ezek. 
37: 18-10). 13th... The actual state of the world shall be one of great 
knowledge, (Dan. 12: 4), but of great wickedness and apostasy from the 
faith’ ( Tim. 3: 1-7). 14th. The true people of God shall be known by 
their unpopularity (2 Tim. 3: 12; Matt. 5: 10-12), and shall endure perse- 
cation, tribulation, suffering, and reproach (Luke 6: 22-26). 15th. But 
they shall inherit the Has zen. (Dan. 7: 27). 16th. The Lord will 
gather his backsliding children, one of a city and two of a family and 
bring them to Zion; and give them pastors according to His on heart, 
(Jer. 3: 14 18). The ransomed of the Lord shall return und come! 
to Zion with songs and everlastint joy upon their heads, they sha)} obtain’ 
joy and gladness and sorrow and sighing shall flee a ay.“ (Len. 88: 10). 
Isth. Darkness (apostasy) shall cover the earth, bub the Lord shall arise 
upon Zion and be- her everlasting light, atid: the ‘days ‘of her mourning’ 
shall be ended. (Isai 60:2) 20 19th... The kingdom of Heaven, an 
actual, visible kingdom on earth, will break into pieces all earthly king - 
doms, and: will extend over all the earth a reign of righteousness and pentce: 
its eusmies are to be first entreated, then warned, and ‘finally overthrown: 
(Fo. , 110; 1400. Loth. And che Son of David; beth Priest and King, 
coming’ to the church and people prepared to recei Him, will rule the 
earth from Zion, the stronghold of God's people and His everlasting d well. 
ing plage: (Mal. 3: 1-5). - And take eren 
unawares.’ (Luke 21: 3436). 
If the Gospel, 4s restored: — not tive the. 
ning of it, there is at least no other with any seniblanve of claitn te 
being; if this be not the kingdom, then we must wait till all the prephetie 
referenops-to the ‘kingdom, apparently fulfilled or fulfilling in its history, 
shall be more truly fulfiiled in some other like it, to bo set up in this same 
‘way, in these times, and with these attendant circumstancfe. 
It common ‘belief that Chest sev up this kingdom of- over 
1800 years ago; but the Jews rejected the Kingdom, and the Gospel taught : 
by the Apostles was simply the good news of a kingdom yet to oſmʒe. 
(Acts 1: 6-11). It was not the kingdom foretold by Daniel, for it did not 
destroy any, much less all of the kingdoms of meni He revealed what 
shall come to: pass in the. latter days Dan. 2: 346) not 1800 yenre ag % 
but in our day We are standing not only on the toes, but on thé very 
tips of the toes of the great image, whose “head: was of ne geld“ , 
represented the Babylonian. empire); bis breast and his are of silver 
(the empire of the Medes and Persians); “his belly and his thigh uf brass” 
(the Grecian empire); his lege ot iron (the Roman empire); “his feet ant 
toes part of potter’siclay and part ol ĩronꝰ (the present navious of Eurage) 
“In the:days ‘of these ‘dings shall: shen God: of ‘heaven set up a kingdom 
shall never be destroyed: . „ but it shall break in pieces 
consume) all these ikingdome;* ‘presens kingdoms) 
make var upon the Saints and prevail against thenss and (veres 30) ‘thet: 


— 
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“they shall bs given into his hand until 4 time and times and the'dix 
of time.“ Then shall God set up His kingdom (B: 444 Of course, | 
would hot:need: to set as teach, Sie king 
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. LIBEL on ‘ORRATOR.” 
Ome ot — pernicious errors world. bas 
fallen, and Which is a libel on our Great Creator, is the doctrine: that 
children ‘who are not sprinkled with water by a priest cannot: be saved. 
This is a horrible and blasphemons doctrine, and the Latter-day Saints: 
ought to be profoundly. thankful to the Almighty for His revelations upon 
this subject, which have been given with great clearness); 
A priest jby:the, name of G. Lee, in the Catholic World, says that one- 
half. million of American. children: die annually. unregenbrated by the: 
saving, waters.of baptism.” He says that the ‘cause, of 
less and most immediately necessitous members of our human family is 
simply awful. and heartrending:  Unfitted for heaven, they: pass from 
among asi’ in endless throngs, while. we stand idly by and do next to 
nothing Tbese hundreds: of thousands of ohildren are bene: 
leasly — into their fixed eternal state. Does it matter nothing what: 
chat state may be? They are human beings, and: their lot is everlasting: : 
Religion teaches that the difference: for these children: between 
away. baptized. and going away unbaptired is just the difference: 
between possessing and not possessing: the beatific: vision of God in 
heaven for all eternity. The baptizing r. 
are for the We ones whose fate ways ‘happily or unhappily; placed in 
our hands. bas of yaw 
To. his. position, how proper it is that: children 
should. be sprinkled, he quotes the saying of the-Lord.)) 97 00") 
“Except a man be born of water and of the ne he: cannot enter into 
the kingdom of God.“ rd exw 1 
What a dreadful ‘perversion of how be 
man who calls himself a minister of the Gospel and yet will apply such a: - 
quotation as this the words of the Lord Jesus to Nicodemus to the 
canes of little innocent children Yo 
‘Contrast this dogtrine with the doctrine of Christ. Happily for us, the 
Lord Jesus, who is the head of the Church, at one time Cane n revelatien 
to one His servants. concerning this very doctrine, and we in 
its purity as it came from Him. It sesms there were disputations among 
the, people called Nephites concerning. the baptiam of little uhildren ?: 
The Prophet Mormon heard ef these contentians, and he wrote to his 
son Moroni upon the subject, and requested him to labor diligently, that 
that gross error should be removed from them. It appenre obat he 
enquired of the Lord concerning the: of ‘the Lerd 
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“Listen to the words of Obrist, your Redaemer, your Lord and your 
God. Behold, [ came into the world not to call the righteous, but sinners 
to repentance: the whole evar wet fe physician, but they that are sick; 
wherefore little children are whole, for they are not capable of committing 
sin; wherefore the curse of Adam is taken from them in me, that it hath 
no power över them; and thé law bf circumcision is done away in me.?“ 

Mormon himself ‘Calls the ‘baptism of little children. “solemn mockery 
before God.“ He says that. “Tittle children need no repentance, neither 
baptism.” Continuing his reasoning, he says: 

“Little children are alive in Christ, even from the. foundation. of the; 
world; it not so, God is partial God, and also a cha : 0 
respecter to persona; for ow: mamy liehe ohildren died | without 

“Wherefore, if little children not be saved without baptiam, these 
must have gone to an endless hell.“ t 

This whole epistle is full of beautiful thoughts: ati diietwubtion upon 
dom, ‘abject is found in the Sch bers the ‘book 

Not only is thi rere’ Ade plain in this epistle, but a ail through the 
Book of Mormon numbers of prophets have written upon the same sub- 
ject and shown the justice of the Almighty as manifested towards little 
children, and also to all those unto whom His laws have not been revealed. 

In the revelations. which haye been given in our day, also, which are in 


ai 


One of; the great blessings which the of: — 

brought ta the children of men in our day is the vindication of the char- 
acter of our Father in heaven. Who could believe that the Lord was a’: 
just being if He would oonsign ohe child: to a state of misery because he 

had not been sprinkléd;‘and'exalt another child to His preserive’ Because 
he had been sprinkled? Children are incapable of attending to these 

things for themselves, and how cruel it would be to discriminate in favor 

of one and against another in this manner! | 

it uny Vonder that such a ‘doctring his driven ‘men into 
Many men obüld not adore a Being such a8 many ministers | of religion 
represent the Lord to be. 

In the same manner they have said that the millions of heathen who 
never had the opportunity of hearing the name of J esug, or of 2 
aiything about the ordinances salvation, Would be sent ‘to, Bell. No 
man could reconcile-sueh treatment to poor, ignorant people as —— or 
right; therefore, 'Worahip.a Being who would do such things 
as a just, loving and m 

the revelations which given to us. in our, day exhibit... 

in His vary light. It hard nn the attributes of 
— bi mercy, truth, love, because His plan of salvation is perfect, and 
does wrong nor commits way injustice being. 
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